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PREFACE

As a guitarist of more than 20 years’ experienith toth the acoustic and electric guitar,
it has been my honor and privilege to give priv@igar lessons for a number of years, and to
perform in numerous settings: recording sessiams;eart solos, duets, small and large ensembles,
and a wide variety of repertoire ranging from ttadial jazz and classical music to folk,
bluegrass, rock, salsa and blues. Over the cofireg experiences performing and teaching with
the guitar, | have made use of a fairly large peaband borrowed library of books, periodicals,
sheet music, CDs and videos to better educate frarsgimy students in the theory and
performance technique of the instrument.

In the past three decades, there have probablyrhesmbooks and articles written about
guitar technique and theory than in all of the pasitury. This is largely due to the explosion of
popularity of the instrument beginning in the I66s with artists such as Jimi Hendrix and Eric
Clapton, and culminating with 80’s rock music ahd tise of the modern electric guitar virtuoso,
personified by musicians such as Yngwie Malmst@en,Satriani, Steve Vai and Eddie Van
Halen. The public interest expanded to includeaguieroes of all genres during that time,
particularly in jazz and blues, represented by&rsuch as Pat Metheny and Stevie Ray
Vaughan.

There are numerous important contemporary recosdivigch have defined the state of
the guitar as we know it today. Correspondinglyetere also numerous vital and definitive
contemporary written works in the field of guitaebry and technique. In particular, | consider
the jazz instruction books of Ted Greene to bendispensable cornerstone of the contemporary
guitar vocabulary. Additionally, with the introdiah of first the VHS tape in 1976, and later the
DVD in the 90’s, a significant body of referencerialso sprang up in the video medium. |
consider the instructional videos of Eric Johnsod Allan Holdsworth to be some of the most
profound and enlightening theoretical works in hirstory of the instrument. A selection of
materials in these mediums has been included ibitiegraphy of this work.

However, in my ever-wider ranging pursuit of litena for both instruction and personal
study, | slowly grew to realize that the body derence materials for the guitar is in a state of
incompleteness. Certain critical gaps in the thedme instrument have yet to be fully and

properly addressed.



The guitar has remained an enigmatic instrumentisttill taught primarily via the oral
tradition, and the community of guitar performeedhists has remained extremely insular and
iconoclastic. Guitar literature is primarily createy guitarists for guitarists using esoteric
notation systems, perpetuating the ever-widenimgnsonication gap between the guitar
community and outsiders.

This communication gap is most glaringly evidenewltomposers who are not guitarists
begin trying to write music for the guitadne of the most fundamental theoretical problems
for composers is thatthere is currently very little literature in existence that can be used to
explain guitar harmony to non-guitarists. This frequently results in situations where
imaginative composers who don’t actually play théay end up writing imaginative chords for
the instrument that prove to be frustratingly ugplae. It is difficult to explain to a non-guitaris
without clear literary references- exactly why aemade up of clustered minor seconds or other
non-idiomatic interval combinations yield impossilfingerings for the instrument.

This book was written in an effort to address somef the issues that arise when non-
guitarists attempt to write for the guitar. Basically, this is a thorough and exhaustively
researched and edited chord dictionary, intended fothe use of both guitarists and non-
guitarists. | am confident that it will open a much-needed atighetween guitarists and
composers about what does and does not constifateatic harmony for the guitar. It is meant
to be a reference manual for composers, in ordgiveothem the proper tools to write playable
chords for the instrument. It is intended to adsidh guitarists and composers in the ever-
expanding search for creative harmonies and plagfopgoaches for the instrument.

Very few of the guitar chord dictionaries alreadyekistence are useful to non-guitarists.
Most of them are written using fretboard diagramisich are difficult and time-consuming to
translate into standard notation for testing atikinboard. Furthermore they primarily address-
and are organized according to- traditional tomal jazz theory, which is a hindrance to the
modern composer with an interest in post-tonalandal harmony.

For those reasons, this book takes a slightly @iffeapproach from typical guitar chord
dictionaries. The most important feature is tha written entirely in standard notation for non-
guitarists, as well as in tablature for guitarisisaddition, this book is not organized according
functional harmony. Instead, it is organized acocwdo fingering permutations that are
physically idiomatic and comfortably useable totguists, following the example of existing
chord dictionaries for the violin and multiphonindering dictionaries for flutists and other wind
players. While it contains many well-known tonabath fingerings, it also contains a great
number of atonal chords which would be useful ®dbntemporary composer.



This book does not contain every single guitar dhorder the sun, but it does contain
every possible transposable chord fingering witlgrtain specific parameters. Every possible
permutation of two-, three-, and four-finger opémag chords, and one-, two- and three-note-
added barre chords within the span of five fretsi¢W is the typical hand-span of most guitar
players) was generated for this book, and thenuwesthely edited. Every unplayable or awkward
permutation was discarded. The remaining chords@mtained in the following pages, and there
are quite a few. It is my sincere hope that thiskweill provide composers with a broader
harmonic vocabulary for the instrument than theyehlaad access to previously.

I would like to thankDr. Jeremy Haladynafor his input, inspiration, and suggested
research in creating and organizing this book,fandis vital feedback and encouragement in
developing atonal chord progressions. | would &ksoto thankDr. Curtis Roads for
encouraging me to organize my musical ideas intdulisiterature for the composition
community, and for his helpful recommendationsngamizing a scholarly work. Finally, | would
like to thank everyone &tC Santa Barbarafor inspiring me to continue exploring the outer
boundaries of the electric guitar in pursuit ofglyrartistic expression and my own personal
truth.

-David Matthew Shere
Santa Barbara, CA
August 2006



INTRODUCTION

Basic harmonies such as major and minor chordsrgiynehould not pose a problem for

composers. Any one of the following “pianistic’ad voicings is fair game in any available
transposition and register of the guitar:
major and minor chord voicings
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When dealing with contemporary harmony however pitodolem of writing idiomatic chord
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voicings for the guitar is not a trivial one. Them complex or atonal the harmony, the more
difficult it is to voice it properly. Therefore, hbook was written primarily to address issues of
contemporary harmony for the guitar.

All of the chords that are catalogued in this bogiresent each possible fingering
permutation using all six strings of the instrumeétawever, it is not common practice, nor
would it be considered good compositional technigoieise all six strings of the instrument all
the time. In the classical and jazz idioms, whérerds are more often plucked with the
individual fingers than strummed, 3-, 4-, and Sendérivative chord voicings are much more
common and useful. Therefore, each six-string cperdhutation also represents a number of
chord subsets using 3-, 4-, and 5-note derivatiféise full chord.

The following examples illustrate some of the tgbiways in which you can break down

each chord in this book into derivatives using festengs:
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example 2
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Assembling chords into harmonic progressions iaraim and of itself, and requires
diligent experimentation and study when workingwitie guitar. The following are examples of
idiomatic chord progressions assembled from fimggrifound in this book:

example 3- harmonized D major scale
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example 5- harmonized D major scale

Bmll/F#
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example 6- applied dominant progression

Esus?/G# Gmach Dsus?/F4
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Once a chord progression has been assembled tfigupatterns can be derived from the
progression to provide rhythmic interest and harmarotion. The following is an example of a

typical figuration pattern from a composition ofrmaj “Nightmare Creatures II- mvmt. IV: The
Witch”:

example 7- figuration pattern
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Finally, a composer should ALWAYS either a) exparithpersonally with the
instrument to test chord passages, or b) work Blagi¢h a guitarist. For non-guitarists, it is
essential to work directly with a guitarist whenepessible while writing a piece of music.
Whenever you have doubts about the playabilityracicality of a specific passage, consult with
your performer and have them test your work.

-David Shere



8 |. chord fingerings- open David Shere
-This section catalogs chord fingerings which mélopen strings, organized in a progressive fashion
according to the number of stopped notes in thedchithe upstemmed part of the chord
shows the open-string pitches (which cannot bespased), the downstemmed part of the chord
shows the stopped pitches (which are transposable).
All fingerings shown can be transposed up to ast@osition X (transposed by a m7), possibly érigh
depending on the performer and the range of théaa instrumentriote to non-guitarist composers:
the practical harmonic range of a classical guitgpically ends at the 12th fret, while modern
acoustic and electric guitars have greater rangaying from instrument to instrument).
Harmonic analysis changes dramatically with transiion of the stopped notes
in relation to the open strings. Be aware that¢therd names listed for each permutation
no longer apply when the stopped notes are trareghos
-Below are shown several examples of chord fingsrimansposed through twelve positions, demonstydtie
relationship of the open string "drone" notes te transposable stopped pitches. The chord symbebfth
position is included to illustrate how the harmoaitalysis changes dramatically with each transpasit
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one note
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54 I1. chord fingerings- closed part |

-David Shere
-The chord fingerings in this section are barre i and should be
generally playable in any available transpositiondny reasonably capable guitarist
with an average hand-span and finger strength.
All chords shown can be transposed from the gieeister
up to at least position X (tranposed by a M6)),gildly higher depending on
the performer and the range of the available instent.
-Below are shown several examples of closed/bédroedcfingerings transposed through eight positions.
By contrast with the open-string chords in the pras section, it can be seen that the harmonicyasisbf
barre chords remains unchanged with each transfosibnly the root/bass notes of the chord's nameechanged.
The intervallic content and fingering of barre cisrremains constant, which is a distinct advantaggerformers.
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I11. chord fingerings- closed Part I 69

-David Shere

-The chord fingerings in this section are barre ithat require a larger-than average
hand-span and finger strength, and are not play&lyl@ll performers in all transpositions.
If you are a non-guitarist composer, consult with your performer before making useneke chords.

(all chords shown can be transposed from giventjoosi
up to at least position X (transposed by a M6))
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VI. appendix I11- example compositions
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