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JAZZ IMPROVISATION, CLASS NOTES 2015-2016 

PREFACE 

The following class notes were written between approximately Fall of 2015 and Summer 2016 

as a continuation of my ongoing workshops in jazz improvisation at Music Center Of The 

Northwest (mcnw.org). These notes include exercises written for Jazz Improv levels I and II, 

and Rock Band theory class, which are all part of the same improvisational curriculum. 

The primary distinction between improvising in a jazz setting and improvising in a rock band 

setting is that rock music tends to stay in a single key and emphasizes use of pentatonic scales 

and blues licks, whereas jazz changes keys more frequently and requires more intensive study 

of chord changes and their associated modes. Like all musical definitions which take place on a 

stylistic continuum, however, these are not hard and fast distinctions. Hence, there is quite a bit 

of overlap between the rock and jazz soloing vocabularies, and the exercise material from both 

classes may be applied to either setting. 

I would like to thank all my students for their continuing dedicated participation in these 

workshops. Without their interaction and feedback, I would not have developed this material 

in such detail. I hope future readers find these exercises useful. 

 

Have fun, and thanks for reading. 

-David Matthew Shere 

Seattle, WA; November 5, 2015 
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