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MELODIC CONCEPTS, Book IV 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 In 2008, while teaching at Jensen’s Music in Santa Barbara, CA, I began 

writing the Melodic Concepts guitar instruction book series. These books contain 

guitar exercises from my own practice journals. 

Melodic Concepts, Book I primarily addresses rock and blues guitar 

techniques using 3 notes-per-string fingering strategies. 

Melodic Concepts, Book II focuses primarily on jazz guitar chords and scale 

fingerings.  

Melodic Concepts, Book III is a collection of scale sequences and melodic 

patterns using primarily the major scale. 

Melodic Concepts, Book IV is a collection of blues and jazz exercises and 

melodies, including a separate section of arpeggio patterns. 

Books III & IV are drawn from my personal practice notes over an 

approximately three-year period, from 2023 to 2025. I have gone to some lengths to 

organize the material. Due to the volume involved, these exercises are presented with 

a minimum of annotation. I have done my best to group them in an orderly fashion. 

These exercises are intended for advanced players. The best recommendation I 

can make is to skim through books III & IV and bookmark anything that immediately 

grabs your attention as interesting. Return for a second more leisurely reading and 

begin incorporating your chosen exercises into your practice regimen. 

 Thanks for reading, and I hope you find this book useful. 

 

-David M. Shere, August 28, 2025 
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I. Blues licks

This chapter emphasizes blues licks 

and pentatonic scale sequences.
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II. Jazz exercises

This chapter emphasizes various types of 

jazz exercises and melodic patterns.

David M. Shere
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III. Arpeggios

David M. Shere

This chapter emphasizes arpeggio exercises 

and chord-tone based melodies 

(particularly melodies with a jazz sound).
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