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TOOLS FOR IMPROVISATION: Part II 

PREFACE 

The following textbook is a continuation of instructional material on the subject of 

improvisation, drawn and heavily revised from class notes written for a workshop given from 

Fall of 2012 to Spring 2013 at Music Center of the Northwest in Seattle, WA.  

This textbook and the previous textbook were written to fill a need: a well-organized, 

comprehensive theory book which addresses the most fundamental tools necessary for a good 

foundation in jazz improvisation. The tools in this manual can also be applied to any other 

improvisation-based musical medium, including rock, blues, bluegrass, modern experimental 

classical music, and contemporary pop; but in this book they are organized and presented from a 

jazz perspective. 

Tools For Improvisation addresses major scale modes and harmony from a jazz perspective. 

Tools For Improvisation: Part II addresses minor scale modes and harmony. 

The single most important concept in improvisation is melody. All good improvisation is 

grounded in the search for an expressive melody. While improvisation may also include broad 

swathes of gesture and texture, and may venture into the realm of the completely abstract in 

which notes function as individual components of sound and timbre, melody remains a critical 

idea in the mind of the modern jazz audience. As all music is a dialogue between performer and 

listener, it is a wise idea to keep the notion of melody firmly in the foreground as you develop 

your improvisational vocabulary.  

Have fun, and thanks for reading. 

-David Matthew Shere 

Seattle, WA  

October 29, 2017 
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